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Rationale 
 

 
The purpose of this Procedure is to assist officers in carrying out their function at protests and 
demonstrations while maintaining a role of complete neutrality. 
 

Supervision 
 

 
• Supervisory Officer attendance mandatory when a protest or demonstration is in progress. 
• Officer in Charge notification mandatory when a protest or demonstration is in progress or is about 

to take place 
 

Procedure 
 

 
Citizens have the legal right to demonstrate peacefully.  However, they are not entitled to infringe on the 
rights of land owners in the lawful use and enjoyment of their property.  The role of the police at these 
types of incidents must be one of complete neutrality and action should not be taken until the situation 
has been carefully assessed.  Police officers should only become involved at protests and 
demonstrations when there is a breach of the peace or a violation of provincial and/or federal law, or 
when there is strong suspicion that such a breach or violation may occur. 

 

Police Officer 
 

1. Upon receiving information that a protest or demonstration is in progress or is about to take place 
shall 
• notify the communications operator of the 

− location 
− size, temperament and composition of crowd 
− reason for assembly 
− need for immediate assistance 

• confirm with communications operator that a supervisory officer is attending 
• notify the Officer in Charge of the division concerned 

 
2. Upon arrival at the scene of a protest or demonstration shall 

• become familiar with the circumstances surrounding the incident 
• prevent any breach of the peace 
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Supplementary Information 
 

 

Governing Authorities 
 

Federal:  
• Criminal Code 

 
Provincial:  

• Highway Traffic Act 
• Liquor Licence and Control Act 
• Trespass to Property Act 

 

Associated Governance 
 

Toronto Police Service Board: 
• Board Policies 

- Mass Detention Centres 
 
Toronto Police Service Procedures:  

• 11–01 Emergency Management & Public Order Response 
• 11–08 Use of Mounted Section 
• 15–01 Incident Response (Use of Force/De-Escalation) 

 
Forms:  

• eReports 
 

 
 




